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acterized our► public schools, and which properly be- 
longs to the schools of Christian people, is thus alluded 
to by the Evangelical Alliance in a recent circular to 
the American people:—

‘ ‘ Touching the management of our common schools, 
on the purity of whose teaching depends the character 
of the nation, this Alliance would earnestly and re- 
spectfully entreat all who would maintain in their 
purity and beneficence our American institutions to 
have eye to the schools in their own immediate neigh- 
borhood; to cherish them with affectionate and jealous 
care; to guard them from  partisan and sectarian 
manipulation; to see that the teachers are fitted for 
their work, morally as well as intellectually, and that 
they worthily appreciate the grandeur of their task in 
training children for their high duties as American 
citizens. They should clearly understand that while 
those duties are based upon the broad, tolerant Chris- 
tianity which our country holds to be, in a modified 
sense, a part of the American law—the Christianity 
revealed in the Bible, and whose divine origin and 
birth are judicially recognized—a Christianity not 
founded upon any particular tenets, but Christianity 
with liberty of conscience to all men—the Christian 
ethics and influence thus authorized and demanded in 
our schools must never be narrowed or perverted in 
our State institutions, and least of all in our public 
schools, by the admission of denominational dogmas 
or doctrines, or of decrees or maxims at variance with 
American rights, American principles, or American 
law, or inconsistent with the fundamental American 
principle of a complete separation of Church and 
State. ”

Again: In the winter of 1889-90 the 
Supreme Court of Wisconsin decided 
against the use of the King James version 
of the Bible in the public schools. The 
court decided thus upon the strength of 
the clause in the State constitution for- 
bidding sectarian instruction in the public 
schools, and which forbids the State to 
make any law respecting an establishment 
of religion or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof. In short, the Supreme Court of 
Wisconsin decided against the use of the 
Bible in the public schools, under consti- 
tutional provisions which in substance 
and on their face are identical with this 
amendment which is proposed by the 
National League for the Protection of 
American Institutions; yet, on the eighth 
day of April, 1890, in the New York Con- 
ference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
Dr. King, at the time general secretary of 
this league, as chairman of the Confer- 
ence Committee on Religion and Public 
Education, presented a report, in which 
are the following statements of what the 
committee called “ principles” :—

2. That the separation of Church and State cannot

tical control,” while it does not forbid 
any State even to make appropriations in 
aid of religious institutions, societies, or 
undertakings, under State control. So 
that there is nothing in this proposed 
amendment to prevent any State or the 
national Government from making all 
the appropriations of property, credit and 
money that can be obtained, for the sup- 
port of religion or for religious purposes, 
so long as the institution or society, or 
even the church to which the appropria- 
tion may be made, is under State or 
national control, and not “ under secta- 
rian or ecclesiastical control.”

This is not only 30, but is intended to 
be so, by the chief organizers of the 
league and the originators of the pro- 
posed amendment. And this is where the 
thing is not honest as far as it does go. 
And here we begin to tell not what we 
think of this league, but what we knoiv 
of it. The chief, if not the solg origina- 
tors of the league, were James M. King, 
D. D., of this city, who has always been 
and is now its secretary; and Hon. John 
Jay, who was the first president of the 
league, and continued its president for 
several years, until his death. And it is 
a plain and distinct matter of record that 
both James M. King and John Jay were 
all this time actively committed to the 
support of religion by the State. Of this 
there is abundant and undeniable proof, 
some of which we shall now give.

It is well known, and a matter of pub- 
lie record, that in 1888 Henry W. Blair, 
then United States Senator from New 
Hampshire, introduced a joint resolution 
to amend the Constitution of the United 
States, which provided in so many words 
for the enforcement, by the national 
power, of the teaching of “ the principles 
of the Christian religion ” in all the pub- 
lie schools in the land. February 15, 
1889, James M. King, D. D., then the 
representative of the Evangelical Alliance 
and now secretary of this league, 
appeared before the Senate Committee 
on Education and Labor, and argued in 
favor of the adoption of that proposed 
Blair amendment. He argued earnestly 
for that “ Christianity” which is “ apart 
of American law,” and further said:—

The Christianity which has from the beginning char
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W e have been asked what objection 
we have against the proposed Sixteenth 
Amendment to the United States Consti- 
tution V

W e have also been asked what we think 
of the so-called League for the Protec- 
tion of American Institutions, which is 
the originator and promoter of this pro- 
posed Sixteenth Amendment ?

W e are perfectly willing to answer both 
of these questions. Indeed, we answered 
them four years ago in these columns; but 
are ready to answer them again, not only 
because we are asked, but because this 
subject comes naturally in the line of our 
studies and discussion of methods of op- 
posing the encroachments of Rome.

This proposed Sixteenth Amendment is 
framed as follows:—

No State shall pass any law respecting an establish- 
ment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof, or use its property or credit, or any money 
raised by taxation, or authorize either to be used for 
the purpose of founding, maintaining, or aiding, by 
appropriation, payment for services, expenses, or 
otherwise, any church, religious denomination, or re- 
ligious society, or any institution, society, or under- 
taking which is wholly, or in part, under sectarian or 
ecclesiastical control.

There are two objections to this pro- 
posed amendment. First, it does not go 
far enough; and second, it is not honest 
as far as it does go. It does not go far 
enough because it only forbids “ any 
State” to use its property or credit or 
money for the purposes named, while it 
leaves the United States—the national 
Government—free to keep on doing it, as 
it has been doing, to the extent of hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars ever since 
1885. Again, it does not go far enough, 
in that it only forbids any State to aid, 
‘4 by appropriation, ” ‘ ‘ any institution,
society, or undertaking whicli is wholly, 
or in part, under sectarian or ecclesias־
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But if the question be left to the States, 
there will be a disagreement between them, 
as has already appeared in Supreme Court 
decisions. But if this proposed amend- 
ment should be adopted, the whole ques- 
tion would at once be removed from State 
jurisdiction and made national only. 
Then if a decision of the United States 
Supreme Court should be secured sustain- 
ing the ideas of the league, that Chris- 
tianity and the Bible are not sectarian, a 
national religion would thus be established 
at one stroke. And as the Supreme Court 
of the United States has already unani- 
mously declared that “ this is a Christian 
nation,” and that “ we are a religious 
people,” there is not the least room for 
doubt that this court would readily enough 
sustain the views of the league that 
Christianity and the Bible are not secta- 
rian, and can therefore be taught and 
supported by appropriations of public 
money. And thus the far-reaching and 
dishonest purposes of this league would 
be accomplished. Therefore, as the ulti- 
mate object of this proposed Sixteenth 
Amendment is to support religion by the 
State, and is therefore to be used only to 
establish so-called Protestant or non-sec- 
tartan Christianity as the national reli- 
gion, we have all the objection to it that 
we have to any other effort to establish 
any other form of Christianity or any 
other religion as the national or State 
religion. ^

So much for this proposed amendment, 
but we are not done with this league. 
There is another piece of its wickedness to 
be exposed. In the New York legislature 
of 1890, James M. King, D. D., the gen- 
eral secretary of this league,  ̂acting in 
his official capacity as such, had introduced 
a bill written by himself, upon the subject 
of public schools and compulsory educa- 
tion. That bill provided that even a par- 
ent could not teach his own child in his 
own home without first passing a success- 
ful examination “ by a superintendent of 
schools.” The bill was discussed by the 
Union League Club of New York City, 
and was referred to a committee of eight 
members, who were to draw up a report 
for the action of the club. The committee 
made a lengthy report, which so ably 
exposes the mischiefs of the bill, and the 
mischievous spirit of the league which 
framed the bill, that we reprint the main 
points of it. It is worthy of the most 
careful consideration of every person in 
the United States, and especially so in this 
connection, as the editor of the Sentinel 
himself heard the author of the bill—Dr. 
King—declare that he would never cease 
his effort to secure the enactment of such 
a law. The report of the committee of 
the Union League Club, which was unan- 
imously adopted, runs as follows:—

The Committee on Political Reform have had under 
consideration Assembly Bill No. 106, entitled “ An 
Act to secure to children the benefits of an elementary 
education, and making an appropriation therefor,” 
and submit the following report and resolution, and 
recommend their adoption:—

“ This bill purports to be in favor of compulsory 
education and in support of the common schools. 
Nothing is more important or desirable to the preser- 
vation of our institutions than the universal dissem- 
ination of knowledge, and, as a means to that end, 
the most vigorous support of the public schools is 
needed, consistent with individual liberty. It is be- 
lieved that every member of this club is a staunch 
supporter of the common school system, in common 
with the great body of the citizens, and would do 
nothing to weaken their hold upon public affection, 
or impair in any way their usefulness.

‘ ‘ The proposed bill is so extraordinary in its provi- 
sions as to require a careful and critical examination. 
It incorporates within it certain principles and methods

half of the Blair amendment, Rev. T. P. 
Stevenson, corresponding secretary of the 
National Reform Association, spoke im- 
mediately preceding Dr. King, and pre- 
sented a memorial, of which the following 
resolution is a part:—

Resolved, That while our schools are and should be 
Christian no preference or advantage should be given 
to any one sect or denomination in connection with 
the public schools. Above all, no sect can justly or 
fairly claim any share of the public money for the 
support of its own sectarian schools.

This expresses the same principles pre־ 
cisely as those held by Dr. King and Mr. 
John Jay. And of this amendment that 
is framed and proposed by the league, the 
Christian Statesman, of which Mr. Ste- 
venson was then editor, said:—

It ought to receive the immediate and serious sup- 
port of all loyal Americans.

Then it said:—
Rightly interpreted, the foregoing amendment could 

not be used in any way as a lever to overthrow the 
Christian elements in our public schools.

By these evidences it is plain enough 
that if that amendment were adopted and 
were a part of the United States Consti- 
tution, and the United States Supreme 
Court should by it decide against the use 
of the King James version of the Bible in 
the public schools, as the Supreme Court 
of Wisconsin did, then that court would 
be denounced by this league as an aider 
and abettor of “ the enemies of the com- 
mon schools,” and such decision would be 
denounced by this league as “ un-Amer- 
ican and pagan.”

The ideas of Christianity held by this 
league, and the King James version of the 
Bible, according to the views of the pres- 
ident and secretary of the league, are not 
sectarian. These are held to be not sec- 
tarian, because the leading Protestant de- 
nominations all agree that this is proper. 
With tliis meaning given to the word 
“ sectarian,” these denominations might 
establish what they would call a national 
university, say at Washington City. 
They could put it under State control and 
then could draw from the public treasury 
all the money that by any influence they 
could secure in support of that school, and 
so teach their views of Christianity in the 
school, just as they are now doing with 
the Indian church schools. All this, even 
though that amendment were a part of 
the national Constitution: because the 
school would not be under ecclesiastical 
control, but State control; and, according 
to their interpretation, the teaching of 
their views of Christianity and the Bible 
would not be sectarian.

Or, on the other hand, the United States 
itself might be persuaded, as Senator 
Edmunds’ bill proposed to establish a 
national university, and these denomina- 
tions, according to their interpretation of 
the word “ sectarian,” could have taught 
there, at the national expense, their views 
of Christianity and the Bible. And if 
these things were not so taught in such 
an institution, then, according to the 
“ principles” of these originators and 
officers of this league, and these origin- 
ators and promoters of this amendment, 
the league would repudiate the action, 
and even the institution, as “ un-American 
and pagan, and a menace to the perpetuity 
of our free institutions.”

A c c o r d in g  to their ideas, Christianity 
and the Bible are not sectarian, therefore 
they should be taught in the public schools.

mean, under our form of government, the separation 
of Christian morality and the State.

3. Historically, and by the highest legal and judicial 
precedent, we are a Christian nation.

4. It is well settled by decisions in leading States of 
the Union that Christianity is a part of the common 
law of the State; ‘ ‘ the American States adopted these 
principles from the common law of England.”

5. Education consists in the symmetrical develop- 
ment of the whole man for the purpose of his creation. 
This purpose is admitted to be moral. Purely secular 
education is impossible in a land whose literature, 
history and laws are a product of a Christian civiliza- 
tion.

12. We repudiate as un-American and pagan, and 
as a menace to the perpetuity of our free institutions, 
the recent Supreme Court decision in the State of 
Wisconsin, a decision dictated and defended by the 
enemies of the public schools, that the reading of the 
Bible, without comment, is ‘ ‘ sectarian instruction of 
the pupils, in view of the fact that the Bible contains 
numerous passages, upon some of which the peculiar 
creed of almost every religious sect J8 based. And 
that such passages may be reasonably understood to 
inculcate the doctrines predicated upon them.” The 
enemies of the common school declare that ‘ ‘ exclusion 
of the Bible would not help the matter. This would 
only make the schools purely secular, which were worse 
than making them purely Protestant. For as it regards 
the State, society, morality, all the interests of this 
world, Protestantism we hold to be far better than no 
religion.”

In the present state of the controversy, we hold it to 
be the duty of the citizens of a commonwealth, Chris- 
tian in its history and in the character of its laws, to 
deny that the Bible is a sectarian book, and to claim 
for it a place whenever the State attempts to educate 
youth for the duties of citizenship.

The New York Times criticised this 
report upon the basis of the fundamental 
principles of the Government of the United 
States, which maintain the total separa- 
tion of the State from religion. There- 
upon, April 16, 1890, in a long letter to 
the Times, Hon. John Jay, then president 
of this league, took the Times severely 
to task for its criticism upon Dr. King’s 
report.

The sole object of this letter is to prove 
that “ Christianity is a part of American 
law,” and that therefore Christianity and 
its interests must be respected and en- 
forced by the law; and he distinctly 
defends the right of the State “ to teach 
morality,” “ to approve the ten command- 
ments,” and “ to instruct children in the 
law of God and the sermon on the mount.” 
And he assumes the task of “ defending 
American law from the charge of ignoring 
Christianity,” which he declares “ is not 
difficult for even a layman.”

By these evidences it is plain enough 
that this so-called League for the Pro- 
tec tion of American Institutions is a 
deceitful thing. It does not really intend 
to protect American institutions. It does 
not really intend to protect the American 
public school. For, while proposing that 
this amendment shall prohibit the State 
from devoting any money to any church 
school or institution, the league does in- 
tend that the State shall teach the Christian 
religion in the public school, and such 
other educational institutions as can be 
put under State control, and shall use the 
money of the State for that purpose. The 
league gives to the word “ sectarian” a 
meaning of its own, a meaning which the 
word cannot fairly be made to bear, and 
it intends that under that interpretation, 
the league’s views of the Christian reli- 
gion shall be forced upon the people in 
the public schools and other places, by the 
State, at the public expense.

W e are not alone in the view that by 
interpretation this proposed amendment is 
to be made to enforce what it does not 
say. The same day on which Dr. King 
spoke before the Senate Committee in be
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on the Sabbath, the Lord’s day. What day 
is the Sabbath ? The seventh day. Upon 
what day of the week did Nov. 19, 1893 
fall, the day in which it is charged this 
violation of the statute of Georgia took 
place ? The first day. The question then 
necessarily arises as to whether the seventh 
day is still the Sabbath day. When a law 
is once enacted it remains in force until 
repealed. The only authority competent 
to repeal the law is the one that made. it. 
You are bound to admit that the seventh 
day of the week is still the Sabbath unless 
it has been abrogated, and by divine au- 
thority. If there has been no such repeal 
it is a fact that the same day is the Sab- 
bath to-day that was the Sabbath in the 
days of Moses.

Here the speaker entered into a detailed 
consideration of the passages of scripture 
in the New Testament referring to the 
first day of the week, showing in each 
case, from the context, that it was not the 
Sabbath to which reference was made. 
Many texts were also quoted and analyzed 
which spoke of the Sabbath, and contained 
intrinsic evidence that reference was not 
intended to the first day of the week. 
Thus the Bible was shown to give recip- 
rocal testimony that the first day of the 
week is not the Sabbath, and the Sabbath 
is not the first day of the week.

The speaker brought explicit evidence 
that Christ left no record of a repeal of 
the law of the Sabbath, and that he and 
his apostles and followers observed the 
same seventh day during the life of Christ 
upon earth and after his crucifixion. He 
showed it to be the unanimous testimony 
of Scripture that the day remained the 
same. The custom of the apostles as to 
the observance of the Sabbath as found in 
the Acts of the Apostles was stated in 
detail. Indeed, in one place Paul preached 
in the synagogue for seventy-eight con- 
secutive Sabbaths. If Paul preached to 
the Jews in the synagogue and on the 
Sabbath, it was necessarily on the sev- 
enth day. That he also himself actu- 
ally observed the day, Acts 28:17, is con- 
elusive proof, when he says: “ Men and 
brethren though I have committed nothing 
against the people, or customs of our 
fathers, yet was I delivered prisoner from 
Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans.” 
He was addressing the Jews. He was a 
Jew. It was the custom of themselves 
and their fathers to observe the seventh 
day. Then in declaring that he had com- 
mitted nothing at all against their custom 
he made a positive statement that he ob- 
served the same day they did.

This is amply sufficient to show which 
day the Sabbath day is both formerly, 
latterly, and all the way along. He who 
dares to say that that everlasting and 
eternal code in which is inscribed the Sab- 
bath law may be changed or altered takes 
away the standard of all morality reli- 
gion and right. In Matthew 5:17 is 
direct testimony that this law has not 
been changed: “ Think not that I am 
come to destroy the law, or the prophets: 
I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill. 
For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and 
earth pass one jot or one tittle shall in no 
wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.” 
The law of God, therefore, remains invio- 
late. The Sabbath has not been changed. 
We have not violated it, but after keeping 
it in conformity with scriptural direction, 
have worked on the first day of the week.

“ As another demonstration of the 
identity of the Lord’s day and the seventh 
day of the week, take two other statements

the legislature so to vote as to defeat the passage of 
the bill.

Signed by E. B. Hinsdale, chairman; Edward H. 
Ammidown, R  M. Gallaway, Cephas Brainerd, Clar- 
ence C. Buel, John Jay Knox, D, B. St. John Roosa.

Μ. M. B u d l o n g , Secretary.
Union League Club House, January 28> 1890.

Such are the purposes, the objects, and 
the aims of the National League for the 
Protection of American Institutions, John 
Jay, president, James M. King, D. D., 
general secretary. As the legislation 
which it proposes is dangerous and vicious 
legislation, so the league which proposes 
it is a dangerous and vicious league. In- 
stead of its being for the “ protection,” it 
is rather for the destruction of American 
institutions. Therefore the best thing the 
American people can ever do is to protect 
American institutions themselves, by giv- 
ing no place to the dangerous and vicious 
designs of this dangerous and vicious 
National League for the Protection of 
American Institutions. a. t. j .

A Plea B efore a  G eorgia Jury.

In the trial of Messrs McCutchen and 
Keck, in Gainesville, Ga., for Sunday 
labor, which resulted in the disagreement 
of the jury, and the setting of the case for 
retrial in May, no legal counsel was em- 
ployed and Mr. McCutchen occupied 
nearly an hour and a half in an address 
to the jury. This address was an earnest 
and effective presentation of the truths 
and principles which apply in the case; 
only a condensed statement of the points 
made can be given here. The counsel for 
the State had previously cited the law and 
read the statutes upon which the action 
was brought. Taking advantage of the 
fact that the statutes use the three expres- 
sions “ Sunday,” “ Sabbath,” and “ Lord’s 
day,” the defendant, in his plea before the 
jury, declared that the work in question 
was not done on the Sabbath, or Lord’s 
day, and, that, as by the very language 
of the statute and the indictment the realm 
of the Lord’s things had been entered, it 
was proper to go the Lord’s Word—the 
only competent authority—to show what 
the Lord’s day is. He contended that the 
labor in question had not been done on the 
Lord’s day or the Sabbath. The Lord’s 
day and Sabbath are synonymous. They 
are the seventh day. But Sunday is the 
first day, and statutory law cannot make 
them the same or decide that they are the 
same. Neither are statutes competent to 
decide the question as between Sunday 
and Sabbath. There is but one book com- 
petent to speak upon that subject. The 
speaker called for the court Bible and re- 
minded the jury that it was the identical 
book upon which the witnesses had been 
sworn; from that book he read in the 20th 
chapter of Exodus, beginning at the eighth 
verse, “ Remember the Sabbath day to 
keep it holy, six days shalt thou labor and 
do all thy work: but the seventh day is 
the Sabbath of the Lord thy God.” This, 
the only competent authority, expressly 
states that the seventh day is the Sabbath 
day.

Sunday is the first day. This is the 
concurrent testimony of history. Pagan 
and Christian recognize Sunday to be the 
first day of the week. The seventh day 
and the first day are distinct days, the 
Sabbath is one, Sunday is the other, there- 
fore, that Sabbath and Sunday are differ- 
ent days must be conceded. Sunday is a 
pagan institution. The fact that the day 
is called Sun day shows this to be so.

This work is charged to have been done

of action that are entirely inconsistent with individual 
liberty and the sacred rights of the family. The biU 
seems to be, in some measure, a substitute for the act 
passed in 1874, but with additional powers and limita- 
tions that make it a dangerous and vicious bill. ״

After describing a number of sections of 
the bill, the report continues:—

The bill invades the privacy of the domestic circle 
and supersedes the authority of the parent in the edu- 
cation of children of tender age, and substitutes there- 
for persons authorized by act of the legislature to die- 
charge these delicate and important duties.

Although section three tolerates education in the 
family circle, it does not leave that to the choice and 
discretion of the parent, but provides that that teach- 
ing shall be under the supervision and control of a 
“ school commissioner or a superintendent of schools, 
by whatever name known in the city or the State.” 
The same section also graciously provides that in case 
a child is taught at home, the instruction in the 
branche» specified in the bill shall be at least equiva- 
lent to that given in the public schools.

There is also a provision that, in case of the physical 
or mental condition of a child being such as to render 
its attendance at school inexpedient or impracticable, 
a physician’s certificate may remit the penalty.

The general effect of the bill is to bring all matters 
of education, whether in the family circle or in public 
or private schools, under the supervision of school 
superintendents or school commissioners. The neglect 
of the duty of educating children according to these 
public officials is made a misdemeanor.

This bill proceeds upon the theory that the artificial 
and intangible body known as “ the government ” is a 
better guardian of children than those to whom they 
owe their existence, and that the most ignorant and 
incompetent public school teacher in the State is  quali- 
fied to train any young child, while the most refined, 
intelligent, virtuous, and loving mother of that child, 
if for any reason she fails to obtain the consent of the 
school authorities, is not competent for that purpose. 
It calls for interference between parent and child at 
precisely that tender age when the character of the 
latter is unformed, and when it is in the most need of 
parental guidance and teaching. An ,attempt to en- 
force the provisions of this bill will be likely to lead 
to violence and breaches of the peace.

However desirable general education may be, it 
never can be desirable to invade the rights of parents 
and the sanctity of the family in the manner proposed 
by this act, under the guise of public instruction.

The bill specifies certain fundamental subjects of 
education as essential to fit a child as a member of the 
State. True education consists in the harmonious and 
symmetrical development of mind and character, and 
both should proceed together as far as practicable. 
In most cases no one is as likely to know the character 
of children as well as parents, and only in exceptional 
cases should be taken from them the absolute right to 
determine what and what kind of education they shall 
receive. The object of the public school system is to 
aid parents in the education of their children and not 
to override the parental control or usurp its place. 
The bill reduces parents to the humiliating position of 
being obliged to obtain the consent of the school au- 
thorities before they can teach their own children, or 
select a teacher for them at home, and to the risk of 
fine and imprisonment if they act without such con- 
sent. Such legislation as this tends to destroy indi- 
viduality and substitutes therefor State control in mat- 
ters that should always belong to the individual. It 
is a long step in the direction of Socialism, where all 
property and all individuals are placed under the di- 
rection of government.

Dr. Kittridge, of this city, recently said: ‘ ‘ The home 
is the grandest university in the world, and to its wise 
and religious education we owe, more than to any 
educating influence, the scholars and patriots and 
benefactors of our race. ” This we believe to be a true 
statement of the value of the home and home influ- 
ence; and whatever evils may exist touching the edu- 
cation of certain classes of our citizens, those evils 
cannot by any possibility justify the subversion of the 
homes, and home control of children, which serve to 
lay the foundation for all that is best and holiest in 
our lives and our country.

The tendency of this bill, if enforced, will be to 
weaken parental authority over the children, and 
divide responsibibily between the parents and the 
State authorities for their education. It is in the line 
of the most vicious class of legislation with which we 
are afflicted—that of State interference and control in 
matters with which the State of right ought not to in- 
terfere. However paternal the government may be, 
in this field it should keep its hands off. WLatever 
may be said in favor of enforced education of those 
whose education is entirely and grossly neglected, 
nothing can justify the public scrutiny and control of 
family edifcation as contemplated by this act.

We therefore submit the following:—
Resolved, That the Union League Club deems this 

bill in the particulars mentioned a menacing invasion 
of the sacred rights of the family, in the matter of the 
education of children, and we request the members of
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the papacy to-day ? This gigantic religio- 
political organization calling herself the 
church of Jesus Christ, and recognized by 
many a so-called Protestant as, at least, a 
branch of that church, now comes before 
us as the “ author of religious liberty,” 
the “ protecting cordon” of “ this their 
Republic,” as the only “ power” suitable 
“ to hold up your Constitution above the 
storms of human passions;” none “ more 
congenial to the spirit of your Republic;” 
none “ more conducive to its stability than 
the ” Roman Catholic Church. She comes 
as “ the foe to lawlessness,” the champion 
of law and order,” and “ the saviour of so- 
ciety.” She comes before us as the friend 
of education, assuring us that “ Catholic 
education is the surest safeguard of per- 
manence” to the Constitution, and “ the 
best guide of the Republic in civil prog- 
ress,” and that “ every Catholic school is 
a safe guardian of youth,” and that “ she 
is the fostering mother of the arts and 
sciences,” and that Pope Leo “ encourages 
scholarship by the establishment of uni- 
versifies or by giving them his blessing.”

This “ flatterer” would fain make us 
believe that she is the workingman’s friend 
and protector; for “ Leo XIII. has shown 
his love for the workingman.” She comes 
saying: “ We love liberty” !! for the 
church “ grows and expands like the rose 
under the genial sun and air of liberty.” 
And she professes “ remarkable friendship 
for the republican system of government.” 
All this is but a fulfillment of the words 
of the Spirit of God spoken through his 
prophet centuries ago. These are the 
words of a flatterer, words uttered for a 
purpose, and that, the purpose of the 
subjugation of this Government. And 
under this stupefying potion the sensibil- 
ities of professed P in )test ants are fast being 
benumbed. They have perverted the su- 
preme law of the land, so that, to them it 
no longer means what it says; and so it 
stands, as misinterpreted, but a hollow 
mockery of those principles of which it 
has been regarded as the champion and 
safeguard. Yes, they have adopted the 
methods of the mother church in seeking 
and securing legislative recognition of a 
dogma of the mother, a religious institu- 
tion—the Sunday—which is Church and 
State union, and spiritual adultery. They 
have set up the very image of the papacy, 
and now they talk just like her, manifest 
ing the same spirit of egotism and pre- 
sumption, and do not hesitate to claim 
to be the most law-abiding people of the 
land, the most loyal, the most patriotic.

H. F. Phelps.
St. Paul, Minn.

Rome vs. History.

A v ig o r o u s , and probably successful, 
protest has been filed with the Board of 
Education in San Francisco, against the 
use of “ Myers’ Outlines of Mediaeval and 
Modern History,” as a text book in the 
high schools of that city. While the 
Catholics deny having anything to do 
with the filing of the protest, the history 
is objected to solely on the ground that it 
is extremely offensive to Catholics. No 
objection is made that the history is not 
a correct and truthful delineation of the 
events which actually transpired, but 
simply that the position which the 
Roman Church occupies is not pleasing to 
contemplate. Appeal is made to the fact 
that the book, in so far as it refers to the 
Catholic Church, comes within the pur- 
view of the State constitution, which

self, saying, “ I sit a queen, and am no 
widow, and shall see no sorrow. There- 
fore shall her plagues come in one day, 
death, and mourning, and famine; and 
she shall be utterly burned with fire; for 
strong is the Lord God who judgeth her.”

A Flatterer, a D eceiver, a Perverter;
Such  Is th e Papacy.

“ And such as do wickedly against the 
covenant shall he pervert by flatteries.” 
Dan. 11: 32, R. Y.

“ To pervert is to turn from the truth ; 
to distort the truth from its true use and 
end ; to pervert the laws by misinterpret- 
ing and misapplying them ; to pervert the 
meaning of an author.”—Webster.

This is exactly that kind of work de- 
scribed by the prophet of God in the text 
quoted; and it is very far from being hon- 
orable work. Indeed it is quite the re- 
verse. It is a work of the most disrepu- 
table kind. To turn from and twist the 
truth; to misinterpret and misapply law; 
and to turn the true meaning of an author, 
or a document of merit, and so deceive the 
people is dishonorable, contemptible and 
misleading.

But this is precisely what is expressed 
in the text; and by whom ? What is rep- 
resented by the pronoun “ he,” in this 
verse ? In the preceding verse two deso- 
lating powers are described as the “ daily ” 
desolation, and the “ abomination that 
maketh desolate; ” which for a long period 
were to desolate the Church of God. The 
two great desolating powers, which have 
been the scourge of the Church and of the 
world, are pagan and papal rule. The 
first was supplanted by the latter in a. d. 
538; and since that time it has been the 
perverter of the principles of righteousness 
as proclaimed by that voice in Judea, 
which declared the utter separation of 
Church and State (Luke 20: 25.); and 
the rights of conscience of the individ- 
ual. John 12: 47. Never was this more 
apparent than at this present time.

How is it possible, in the light of the 
history of the past, that this dissolute 
power, the papacy, shall be able to so 
pervert the truth and the law—the funda- 
mental law of the land—and as a result, 
pervert the people to its own perverted 
methods? Mark the law: “ Pervert by 
flatteries.” But notice another thing 
also. Those who are affected by these 
“ flatteries,” are those “ who do wickedly 
against the covenant;” evidently those 
who think more of tradition—the false 
doctrines of the mother church, called 
“ the wine of the wrath of 1 er fornica- 
tion;” of which all nations have drunk 
(Rev. 18: 3);—than they do of “ the word 
of God, which liveth and abideth forever.” 
1st Peter 1: 23. And the prophet says, 
“ But the people that do know their God 
[not know about God, but know their 
God;] shall be strong and do. Dan. 11:32. 
Being asured by this that those who 
“ know their God,” shall not be perverted 
by these “ flatteries,” turn now, for a 
moment to the work of the flatterer.

A flatterer is “ one who flatters; a 
fawner, a wheedler, one who praises 
another to accomplish some purpose.” To 
flatter is “ to raise false hopes by repre- 
sentations not well founded. ‘How many 
young and careless persons are flattered 
out of their innocence aud their property 
by seducing arts.’ ”—Webster.

Is not this a most faithful picture of 
the situation of this youthful nation and

of scripture. Mark 2:28 says, “ The Son 
of man is Lord also of the Sabbath.” 
Ex. 20:10 says the seventh day is the Sab- 
bath. Here are two plain statements of 
scripture which may form the premises of 
a syllogism thus:

“ The Son of man is Lord of the Sab- 
bath. The seventh day is the Sabbath. 
Therefore, the Son of man is Lord of the 
seventh day.

“ Forming another syllogism, of which 
the above conclusion shall be the minor, 
we have th is:

“ Whatever day it is of which the Son 
of man is Lord, is the Lord’s day.

“ The Son of man is Lord of the seventh 
day.

“ Therefore, the Lord’s day is the 
seventh day.”

But there is a claim that a change has 
been made since the first order of things. 
The Lord did not make the change. Who 
then has attempted it ? w. h. m.

(To be continued.)

T he P ope a s Arbiter of th e  World.

The agitation having for its object the 
selection of the pope as arbiter of the 
world gains strength with passing time. 
The suggestion has been repeatedly and 
openly made by papists and very many 
items looking in that direction, and de- 
signed no doubt to further the movement, 
appear from time to time in leading peri- 
odicals. The Review of Reviews for March 
has the following significant article:—

There are not a few signs of the moral desperation 
which, rightly guided, goads into a new and auspicious 
career. What seems to be the crying need of the hour 
is a great European leader, a truly international man, 
whom kings and statesmen and the common people in 
every land could trust, who, passing from court to 
court, from cabinet to cabinet, from one Bourse to 
another, could negotiate the general desire for peace 
into a permanent organization, who could charm 
national pride and sensitive national honor into loyal 
submission to a tribunal of international justice and 
international force. In default of such a modern 
edition of Peter the Hermit preaching the union of the 
nations in a crusade against war, Europe may have to 
wait the authoritative summons of the leagued Eng- 
lish-speaking peoples, or the spontaneous resolve of 
the continental proletariat, or the cruel dictate of 
mutual helplessness following on devastating Avar. 
But whatever be the occasion, the one condition of 
settled peace remains the same: The establishment of 
a central court, with power to enforce its sentence. 
Disarmament by mutual arrangement seems scarcely 
possible or wise, unless accompanied or preceded by 
this condition. Until a man knows that the law is 
strong enough to protect him from injury, he can 
hardly be expected to give up carrying arms; and 
until nations know that behind the high court of 
international justice there is material strength enough 
to prevent or punish the international aggressor, they 
are not likely in any fit of amiable enthusiasim to dis- 
band their armies and dismantle their fortresses. 
That condition observed, the difficulty ought not to 
be insoluble. Are the powers willing to develop the 
concert of Europe, or such relics of it as survive, into 
a properly constituted judicial tribunal ? If they are 
not willing, then there seems to be nothing for it 
but to let them bum in the hottest purgatory of mill- 
tarism until such time as they shall be willing. A 
strange glint of coming possibilities showed itself 
last month in the Bavarian Diet. Two Ultramon- 
tane members, while denouncing the acceptance of 
the Army Bills, ‘ ‘ proposed the institution of an in- 
temational court of arbitration for the settlement of 
European quarrels, under the presidency of the pope. ” 
His holiness is said to be preparing an encyclical on. 
the general question.

The final and everlasting judgment of 
the papacy is certain. But before that 
time comes we may expect to see that 
wicked power exalted to the tops of the 
mountains. “ For God hath put in their 
hearts [the hearts of the rulers of Europe] 
to fulfill his will, and to agree and give 
their kingdom unto the [papal] beast, 
until the words of God shall be fulfilled.” 
Then shall that wicked power boast her
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In the case of the Sunday car movement they handi- 
capped Christianity with inconsistency and inhuman- 
ity. To-day they are weighing it down with a fur- 
ther handicap in the shape of injustice, as indefensi- 
ble as it is petty.

It is evident that the Toronto ministers 
are looking out for their own interests. 
No Sunday cars means larger congrega- 
tions and larger collections, while no taxes 
means more money for the Sunday preach- 
ers. Has fmt the prophet Isaiah well 
described such ministers in these yrords? 
“ They are greedy dogs which can never 
have enough, and they are shepherds that 
cannot understand: they all look to their 
own way, every one for his own gain, 
from his quarter.״

Now for Purer(?) Politics in Indiana.

The Indianapolis News of March 8, 
gives an account of a religious movement, 
designed to influence political parties in 
the intérests of moral reform, that has now 
reached that place. The movement comes 
from the young people’s societies of the 
various churches, without regard to de- 
nomination. These include the Christian 
Endeavor Society, the Young People’s 
Society, the Epworth League, the Baptist 
Young People’s Union, and the St. An- 
drew’s Brotherhood. These societies, 
massed together, are called the Christian 
Alliance. It is stated that a chief object 
of this alliance is to influence political 
nominating conventions and that it will 
endeavor to make itself felt before the 
time set for the State convention to be 
held in Indianapolis. Arrangements have 
been made to have a mass meeting with 
revival services, to be held for a week 
just before the political conventions. All 
the churches in the city will be asked to 
help support the movement.

The Christian Endeavor Society has 
circulated a paper which is called a roll of 
honor, and to which it gets all the signers 
possible. The pledge is as follows:—

Trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ for direction, we 
promise him that we will never indulge in any intoxi- 
cants or tobacco, nor use profane or impure language, 
nor violate the obligations of social purity or the Sab- 
bath; and when we vote it shall be as we think Christ 
would have us vote; and we will pray gach day for 
God to help us to keep this pledge, and that the saloon, 
gambling room, and other places of evil resort shall 
be banished from the land.

It is stated that this pledge and the 
work is undenominational and that “ the 
Knights of Father Matthew of the Catho- 
lie Church, and other organizations inter- 
ested in good citizenship, will meet to- 
gether and act in unity.” The largest 
hall in the city has been rented and a 
mass meeting will be held, lasting from 
April 15 to the 21st, which is just a few 
days before the Republican convention to 
be held there. On the Sunday evening 
that the revival opens, all the churches in 
the city will be asked to dispense with 
their regular services, so that the congre- 
gations may attend the mass meeting. 
The Nexus states that “ it is probable that 
the alliance will make some definite ex- 
pression concerning political conventions, 
and warning them that they cannot expect 
the support of the alliance unless certain 
demands of good citizenship are complied 
with.”

There are persons in Indianapolis who 
cannot give their support to this move- 
ment, and cannot sign the “ roll of honor, 
who will very likely be accused of not 
being “ interested in good citizenship” 
when they do not join in this movement.

This movement is much the same as that

be improper, as I am acquainted with 
Senator Wilson, of Iowa, to suggest that 
he be one of the sub-committee ? ’ ” In- 
stead of telling the clerical lobbyist that 
such a request was highly improper, and 
that he could not for a moment think of 
packing the sub-committee in the interest 
of any combination, chairman Pugh re- 
sponded with alacrity, “ He shall be so 
appointed, at your request.” We do not 
believe that Senator Piigh will thank Mr. 
George for telling the whole country about 
this little game. The most hardened 
Tammanyite would blush to make such a 
confession. Packing a jury is morally 
and legally a crime, and packing a com- 
mittee is the same morally, even if it is 
not legally. Is this a sample of the 
“ purification of politics ” that the “ reign 
of Christ over the nation ” is to give us ?

Mr. George went from Senator Pugh to 
Senator Wilson, whom he apprised of his 
assignment to the sub-committee. The 
Iowa Senator “ accepted it kindly; will be 
very willing to serve, and his heart is 
right on all such questions.” Mr. Elijah 
Morse, of Massachusetts, was the next 
friend of the amendment seen, and was 
found “ brimful of interest.” He at once 
called his stenographer, and dictated a 
letter to each member of the committee, 
insisting {he is not a member of the com- 
mittee) that each one should be there on 
Tuesday morning.

He also sent word to Culberson saying that the two 
hours of that day would be for the friends of the 

* cause; and if there should be opponents present, they 
might look out for another time. [Does Mr. Morse 
run all the committees in that way ?—Ed.] I said: 
“ Would it not be better for us to divide the time with 
them and meet them ? ” “ No, ״ he said, “ you have 
the grip on the subject; hold to it, and put in ally our 
force. If they should get another time, we can per- 
haps be heard again. You must come that week pre- 
pared to stay all week.״

Our contemporary to which we are in- 
debted for this synopsis of Mr. George’s 
remarkable confession, concludes with this 
pertinent question: “ What do you think 
of all this, Freethinkers and honest Chris- 
tians who love religious liberty and be- 
lieve in fair play in politics ? ”

Church Taxation and Sunday Cars.

Two or three years since a congregation 
of Baptists in Toronto, Canada, refused 
to accept exemption from taxation for 
their church property, and now a move- 
ment is on foot in that city to tax all 
such property. The following editorial 
from one of the Toronto papers states the 
main facts:—

THE CLERGY AND EXEMPTIONS.
Some of the clergymen who took such an active part 

last summer in preventing half the citizens of Toronto 
from exercising their personal freedom on Sundays 
have now made a descent upon the legislature to pro- 
test against the proposal to rescind the section of the 
Municipal Act under which churches are exempted 
from municipal taxation. We can understand a be- 
nighted individual becoming conscientiously possessed 
of the idea that it is a sin to use the streetcars on Sun- 
day, for some very queer ideas are begotten of reli- 
gious enthusiasm. But we fail to conceive how any 
man professing Christianity can argue in favor of a 
law that compels the poor man who attends no church 
to contribute towards the support of the churches of 
the wealthy. The Church should be the very fountain 
of justice. Instead of that we see its priests dishonor- 
ing their high calling by petitioning Cæsar to make 
others help to pay the taxes that justly are chargeable 
to themselves. The Founder of the Church himself 
would never have dragged his holy cause through the 
mire like this. In fact, he issued a distinct pro- 
nouncement to the contrary. ‘ ‘ Render unto Cæsar 
the things that are Caesar’s and unto God the things 
that are God’s ״ are his own words, and the barefaced 
way in which the ministers of this city come forward 
and publicly counsel disobedience to that command 
tends to cast discredit on their profession.

provides that no sectarian book shall be 
used in the public schools. The author of 
the protest admits that it is impossible to 
give a complete history of those times 
without referring to the Roman Church, 
and displays extreme sensitiveness that 
nothing but what is creditable to the 
Catholic Church be published Any de- 
parture from this is looked upon as tread- 
ing upon forbidden ground, and an in- 
fringement of rights. A comparison of 
the difference between countries in which 
the Roman Church for a long time has 
had full and undisputed sway, and those 
where the masses of the people have be- 
longed to the Protestant persuasion, is 
particularly objectionable. The state- 
ments in the book that “ the church 
through popes and councils, had committed 
itself to the doctrine that the earth is flat 
and denounced as irreverent and heretical 
any view differing from this,” are branded 
as “ flat-footed falsehoods.”

The whole book is characterized as a 
skillful attempt to prejudice the minds of 
the young against Catholicism, and, in 
the words of the protest, “ is in reality 
adapted for a fifth rate Protestant college, 
or a an anti-popery Sunday school.”

About six years ago the use of ‘ ‘S winton’s 
History ” was so violently opposed by the 
Catholic clergy for similar reasons, that 
its use in the schools was discontinued.

E. E. Parlin.

A Christian(?) Lobbyist at Work.

The real spirit of the promoters of the 
religious amendment is shown by the fact 
that they are endeavoring to prevent the 
committee from hearing the objections to 
the proposed amendment. The methods 
adopted are worthy of ward politicians, 
and yet they are unblushingly told in the 
Christian Reformer of March 3, by Η. H. 
George, who is engineering the iniquitous 
business. Not having the paper of that 
date at hand, we borrow from an exchange 
a synopsis of Mr. George’s boastful con- 
fession.

He begins his report of a day’s labor 
with, “ Well, I have gotten in some splen- 
did work to-day.” What this preacher 
calls “ splendid” work an ordinary poli- 
tician would designate wire-pulling, and 
the world would add that it was wire- 
pulling of the most unscrupulous sort. 
He says that he first met Judge Culber- 
son, chairman of the House Committee on 
the Judiciary, who said he would do all 
he could to secure the Reformers a prompt 
and full meeting of the committee. Then 
he saw Representative Stone, of Pennsyl- 
vania, who “ is most cordial and hearty, 
and says he will do everything he can to 
get the committee together, and will help 
us in every way he can.” Mr. Stone is 
surprised that some members of the com- 
mittee are opposed to the amendment; he 
does “ not see how they can be, for it is 
right.” Mr. Wolverton, of Pennsylvania, 
is seen; he is “ quite as cordial and 
hearty,” “ will help all he can,” and “ vol- 
unteered to gather the committee.”

Then Mr. George went over to the other 
end of the capitol. He saw Judge Pugh, 
chairman of the Senate Judiciary Com- 
mittee, and found that gentleman “ most 
cordial.” Mr. George asked him If he 
would appoint his sub-committee for 
Wednesday. Why, certainly, he would; 
“ glad to accommodate us.” Rev. Mr. 
George continues his charmingly frank 
narrative. “ And after a little very pleas- 
ant conversation, I said, ‘Judge, would it
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in the final straggle at the polls or else- 
where can depend apon the dormant yet 
powerful superstitions of millions of Chri's- 
tian men and women who may now think 
that they are opposed to the demands of 
the National Reform Association, but who 
will find it impossible to resist the Chris־ 
tian appeal to their early teachings and 
their fears—“ He that is not for me is 
against me.״

Now we know what is before us—a long 
and stubbornly contested fight to preserve 
the most important parts of the national 
Constitution and with them our dearest 
rights as American citizens and free stu- 
dents in the great world-school of thought. 
All that our ancestors wrested by the force 
of brain and the might of the strong right 
arm from noble and priest and king is at 
stake. The traitor political church has 
once more flung herself at the white throat 
of liberty. Her murderous hand must be 
wrenched away at whatever cost. She 
must be thrust back into her place and 
taught to respect the rights of the people. 
She says government is from God, by 
which euphemism she means herself. 
We say all just government is of the peo- 
pie, and when she attempts to usurp their 
authority she does so at her peril.

D epew  and Leo.

It will be remembered that some months 
since, Chauncey M. Depew visited Rome 
and was accorded an audience by the 
pope. Mr. Depew seems to be very proud 
of his “ gracious״ reception by “ his holi· 
ness,״ and has apparently improved every 
opportunity to tell of it. The most recent 
of these was an entertainment given Mon- 
day evening, March 12, by the Catholic 
Club of this city, at which Mr. Depew 
was not only an honored guest, but the 
principal orator. The Sun thus tells the 
story:—

D1*. Depew began speaking at 8:30 o’clock, and he 
kept his hearers laughing and applauding for two 
hours. On the platform where he stood sat Arch- 
bishop Satolli, Archbishop Corrigan, Bishop Gabriels 
of Ogdensburg, Vicar-General Mooney, John D. Crim· 
mins, President Fornes of the club, Judge Daly, Judge 
O’Brien, Joseph Thoron, Mgr. Farley, and R. L. 
Hoguet. In the audience were almost all the pastors 
of the city.

Dr. Depew spoke mainly of his visit to Italy. He 
told of what he had seen of Rome, and he invoked the 
shade of Baedecker as he described the many monu- 
ments and churches. Then he told of Pompeii and of 
the home life of that town as he had seen it, and he 
rehearsed many Pompeiian jokes, which the audience 
greeted heartily.

‘4And when I got back to Rome,” continued Dr. 
Depew, ‘41 found that I had a strong desire to see the 
pope. I was told that this was impossible as the pope 
was a very busy man. A friendly bishop explained 
to me that delegations who came to Rome ·to see his 
holiness on important clerical matters frequently 
waited months before they could secure an audience. 
But I persisted and wrote a letter, which my friend, 
the bishop, said he would have delivered to the proper 
person. He added that I need not expect any answer, 
as private audiences had been discontinued. Two 
hours later, however, the bishop returned, saying that 
the pope would receive me the following day at noon.

“ We arrived at the Vatican some time before the 
appointed hour, and as we ascended the many broad 
staircases of the palace we were saluted by the gor- 
geously uniformed Swiss guard,and finally we were met 
by servants in crimson livery, who conducted us 
further. We passed through a number of audience 
chambers, and finally stopped in a room near where 
the pope would see me. A monsignor came out and 
talked with me. He was a young man who spoke 
several languages, and he was one of the most interest- 
ing men I ever met. Being an American and a Prot- 
estant I asked him what the ceremony would be when 
I entered the papal presence. He said that it was cus- 
tomary for the visitor to fall upon his knees and kiss 
the pope’s ring and receive the papal blessing, but he 
added that he would find out how this would be in 
my case. He returned shortly and announced that 
the pope’s desire was that the interview should be ex

resolution by godless senators and the 
approval of the same perhaps by a profane 
president. Let Massachusetts lead in 
some better way.— Unity (Unitarian).

Like Priest, Like P eople.

The following dispatch from Algona, 
Iowa, under date of March 13, published 
in the New York Sun of the 14th, is a 
pertinent commentary on the boastful 
claim of Rome that she is best promoter of 
Christian civilization:—

Father Eckert, the German Catholic priest at Wesley, 
indicted for keeping a nuisance and selling liquor con- 
trary to law, pleaded guilty to-day and was fined $300 
and costs, the smallest fine that could be made by the 
court. The priest built a large church sometime ago, 
and being heavily in debt, a number of festivals and 
fairs were given and a barroom was arranged in the 
basement, where the priest dispensed intoxicating 
liquors to his thirsty parishioners and others. The 
citizens of Wesley have circulated a petition asking 
Governor Jackson to haye the priest’s fine revoked.

Remember the priest was not fined for 
his religion, nor for doing anything that 
was in any way connected with his reli- 
gion, but for violating the excise law. 
If the governor remits the fine how can 
he refuse to remit all fines imposed for 
similar offenses, unless indeed the State of 
Iowa proposes to establish the precedent 
of permitting Rome to ride roughshod 
over the statutes of the State for the pur- 
pose of increasing her revenues.

T he Traitor Political Church.

[This correct statement of the work and purposes of 
the political church is from the Truth Seeker. Its words 
are true and they are none too earnest. Why should 
not one who sees unrighteousness so clearly be able 
eventually to fathom the mystery of righteousness?]

W hat is being done by the theocrats to 
push the Christian amendment? Meet- 
ings in furtherance of the movement have 
been held in a number of cities and towns, 
especially in Pennsylvania; at one meeting 
$225 was raised for the work in Washing- 
ton, and $180 more for the same work was 
reported in one issue of the Christian Re- 
former, besides more than $400 for the 
general work of the National Reform 
Association; a mass meeting was held in 
Pittsburg on March 2nd, and it was ex- 
pected that a large delegation would go to 
Washington from that meeting and be 
present as a moral backing at the hearing 
on the 6th inst. So many are going that 
special railway fares and hotel rates in 
Washington were secured; while the 
amendment is pending, a monthly, the 
Constitutional Amendment, will be issued 
and also a new weekly series of National 
Reform documents (the “Christian Amend- 
ment Series ״) ; subscriptions are being so- 
licited to send these documents to all the 
ministers and other influential persons 
throughout the Union; the association 
wishes to send out each week one hundred 
thousand copies of the smaller document 
and the same number each month of the 
larger one; petitions are being widely cir- 
culated; all friends of the treasonable 
scheme are urged to write letters to their 
representative and senators, and it is ex- 
pected that hundreds of telegrams will be 
received by the members of the House 
Judiciary Committee from March 5th to 
7th. These are some of the measures 
being taken to “ arouse the public con- 
science״ in order to intimidate Congress 
and so secure a favorable report from the 
Judiciary Committee. The enemy is 
splendidly organized, is under perfect 
discipline, is fanatically enthusiastic, and

going on in other States, as, for example, 
where the Young People’s Christian En- 
deavor Society in Illinois has entered 
politics, one of its chief objects being the 
“ preservation of the American Sabbath” 
by that means.

These young people’s endeavors to 
Christianize society will fall quite short of 
their aims as long as their weapons are 
those of the world, such as cooperation 
with or threats against scheming politi- 
eians who will or will not yield to their 
demands.

It is quite significant to see what means 
have to bo adopted to secure the “ preser- 
vation of the American Sabbath.” Surely 
a thing that has never been sound enough 
to stand alone would need a pretty strong 
preservative with which to preserve it.

L. A. Hansen.

More Sunday Legislation in M assa- 
ch u setts .

The effort to tone up our Massachusetts 
Sunday laws, because part of the commu- 
nity who think those whose views differ 
from them as to the sacred character of 
the day, are having altogether too much 
religious liberty, found expression in the 
following bill, a hearing on which was 
given, before the joint judiciary commit- 
tee, Feb. 28:—

Whoever in any way manages, performs, or takes 
part in any entertainment, musicale, show or per- 
formance of any kind, nature, or description in any 
theater, museum or hall on the Lord’s day, except 
sacred concerts under the auspices and for the benefit 
of any church or religious society, shall be punished 
by a fine not exceeding $200.

The intolerant spirit back of this bill is 
worthy of the Dark Ages. Every one 
must be denied the privilege of any enter- 
tainment in any theater, hall or museum, 
upon Sunday, except such as are approved 
by the churches and are for their benefit. 
Such monstrous infringements upon the 
rights of others, in these times of gospel 
light, as this bill presented and advocated 
in the Massachusetts legislature is, is cer- 
tainly a marked evidence of the decadence 
of the spirit of both civil and religious 
liberty Elders R. C. Porter, Geo. E. Fi- 
field, and others, remonstrated against the 
bill. Geo. B. W heeler.

Steadying  th e Ark by Pream ble.

Just now there is another of the period- 
ical spasms of anxiety about the name 
and being of God, in congressional circles, 
and Massachusetts leads the would-be 
pious campaign. Senator Frye and Rep- 
resentative Morse have introduced resolu- 
tions looking towards the introduction of 
God into the Constitution of the United 
States. These people would like to make 
of us a Christian nation by an act of Con- 
gress; legislate piety into our people. 
Granting for argument’s sake that there 
is cause for this religious nervousness, the 
remedy proposed is childish. What im- 
becility of spirit is that that would under- 
take to stay the throne of the Eternal by 
a preamble ? Chemistry cannot be made 
theistic by inscribing on the laboratory 
walls, “ In God we trust,” nor can astron- 
omy be made devout by engraving a hymn 
upon the tube of the telescope. A pious 
creed does not necessarily make a pious 
church. The word “ God ” in the Consti- 
tution, or a Christian amendment to the 
same, will not change the prayerless hearts 
in the nation. The Government cannot 
be made theistic upon the adoption of a
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actly as if I were being received by the President of 
the United States.

‘ ‘ I wondered how the pope knew what the ceremony 
of the White' House was, as he had never been out of 
Rome, but in a few moments I was ushered in. His 
holiness arose and offered me his hand, then he told 
me to sit down, and sat down himself beside me. I 
was somewhat embarressed as to what I should say, 
but I started in by thanking him for receiving me, 
and I told him how the many thousand men who are 
employed by the corporation I represented, two-thirds 
of whom were Catholics, would be pleased to hear of 
this audience on my return to America. This sug- 
gested the subject of capital and labor, and the pope 
started in to speak on that subject. It was the most 
eloquent speech I have ever heard. I would not do 
justice to it if I tried to repeat it to you. The soul of 
it was that all men should follow the Golden Rule, 
and remember that, being born of one Father, they 
must in the end stand before the same Father in judg- 
ment. ”

After the address supper was served to the distin- 
guished guests in one of the dining rooms, and the 
other guests found seats in the many rooms of the 
club house and enjoyed cake and champagne.

It is not stated how many of the “ pas- 
tors״ of the city partook of the cham- 
pagne, but the presence of so many “Prot- 
estant ” ministers at such an entertainment 
is sufficiently significant in itself. It is 
certainly an omen of the fulfillment of that 
prophecy which says of the papal beast: 
“ All that dwell upon the earth shall wor- 
ship him, whose names are not written in 
the book of life of the Lamb slain from 
the foundation of the world.״

No D istinctively R eligious Garb in th e  
Pittsburg S ch o o ls .

At the meeting of the Municipal Board 
of Education of the city of Pittsburg, Pa., 
March 13, the subject of the dress of the 
nuns who teach in the Riverside public 
school came up. After a short discussion 
the following was passed by a vote of 
twenty-nine to three:—

Resolved, That the wearing by any of the teachers 
in the schools of this city during school hours in the 
school rooms of any garb or dress distinctive of and 
indicating any religious order, or any attachments or 
adornment on their person symbolic of any such order, 
or of any of the teachings of any particular religion or 
creed, is sectarian *within the spirit and meaning of 
section 2, article 10, of the constitution of this State, 
viz: “ No money raised for the support of the public 
schools in the commonwealth shall be appropriated to 
or used for the support of any sectarian ;school.”

This action is right. The fact that an 
individual is a member of a ireligious order 
should not be a bar to becoming a teacher, 
but to permit the wearing, in public 
schools, of distinctive garbs and symbols, 
which have, and are designed to have, a 
distinctively religious and sectarian influ- 
ence, is clearly contrary to the spirit of 
American institutions.

R om anists A fter th e  R egency .

T h e r e  promises to be an interesting 
fight over the election of a Regent of the 
University to succeed the late Bishop Me- 
Nierny, of this city. Among the candi- 
dates are Rev. Mr. Malone, of Brooklyn; 
Bishop Gabriels, of Ogdensburg, and 
Bishop McQuade, of Rochester, all Roman 
Catholics. The argument is made that as 
the deceased regent was a Romanist his 
successor should be of tbåt faith.

Rowland Blennerhassett Mahony, of 
Buffalo, ex־Minister to Ecuador, was here 
yesterday lobbying against the candidacy 
of Bishop McQuade. He is supposed to 
be representing Bishop Ryan, of the Bnf- 
falo diocese. Bishop McQuade is an 
enemy of the public school system, while 
Bishop Ryan stands for the liberal and 
Americanized element in the church.— 
Mail and Express, February 28.
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the prophetic part that the great religious 
organization, of which it is a mouthpiece, 
is to play in this approaching deluge of 
violence.

“ Spiritualism,” says the Catholic Re- 
view, “ is rapidly developing into a recog- 
nized religion and will shortly put on all 
the trappings of separate congregations. 
In Baltimore, Mrs. Rachel Wolcott has 
been installed as pastor of the First Spir- 
itualistic Church of that city, and has al- 
ready a fairly large body of parishioners. 
Indeed, that devilish deceit is making 
progress in the Monumental City and has 
led astray a number of persons who ought 
to be well-instructed Catholics. They 
have been misled by the genuine revela- 
tions made at seances to take the fallen 
angels for what they claimed to be—the 
spirits of the dead—and once admit that 
they are what they claim and that they 
are trustworthy in their statements and 
the end is abandonment of Christianity, 
the denial of the divinity of Christ, rejec- 
tion of belief in the orthodox heaven and 
hell, and the acceptance of all the inven- 
tion of those children of the father of lies.”

Spiritualism is certainly all that the 
Catholic Revieiu claims that it is, namely, 
intercourse with fallen angels; but Rome 
has no right to take issue with Spiritual- 
ism. With her doctrine of natural, in- 
herent immortality, conscious state of the 
dead, prayers to saints, patron saints, 
etc., how can Rome successfully meet 
Spiritualism? She cannot, and will ere- 
long practically#1nite with that delusion 
for the purpose of receiving from her 
“ saints” confirmation of her unscriptural 
dogmas. Only those who believe as the 
Scriptures declare, “ that the dead know 
not anything,” can successfully withstand 
the assaults of this modern devil worship.

April 5, we shall commence the publica- 
tion of a series of articles, whrdi will be 
devoted to the examination of some of the 
fundamental errors of the Roman Catholic 
Church. Among the subjects discussed 
will be, Justification by faith or penance, 
which ? Infallibility, where is it found ? 
The real presence, in what does it consist? 
etc. Everybody, both Protestant and 
papist, ought to read these articles; cer- 
tainly, no Sabbath-keeper can afford to 
miss them; and there can be no better 
missionary work among Catholics than 
supplying them with the papers contain- 
ing these articles.
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House on the state of the Union. Com- 
menting upon this statement, for which 
the Congressional Record is authority, an 
exchange remarks:—

The union between Church and State, we presume, 
is the ‘ ‘ union u to which reference is made; at least, 
that would be a fair inference from the nature of the 
report. The bestowal of public lands upon the Church 
is no new thing. Just here the question arises: Has 
Congress authority to give to a church any portion of 
an Indian reservation without the formal consent of 
the tribe to which the land belongs ? But if the land 
in question is United States property, there is no 
question about the illegality of such action as that 
recommended^in Mr. Meiklejohn’s report.

We understood that tbe Presbyterians 
had decided not to accept any more appro- 
priations from the Government. It is true 
that good resolve referred to money, but 
is not the same principle involved ? Is 
there any essential difference between ac- 
cepting money and demanding land ?

----------
March 11, an attempt was made in 

Indianapolis, Ind., to blow up the office 
of the Ironclad Age, about the wickedest 
paper in the United States. The office is 
heated by natural gas, which was turned 
on and a single jet left burning so that 
an explosion must have occured but for 
the timely arrival of the editor. It is to 
be regretted exceedingly that anyone call- 
ing himself a Christian would imagine for 
a moment that there is any possible justi- 
fication for such an act. The outrage 
was the conception of a dastard, not of a 
Christian.

Regarding the progress of Roman Ca- 
tholicism in the great metropolis of the 
central United States, Donahoe's Maga- 
zine says:—

Chicago’s Catholic population comprised in 1833 
only two hundred souls; to-day it is more than half a 
million. This phenomenal progress of Catholicity 
within such a comparatively short space of time is 
without parallel in the history of any church. . . .
The onward march of the Catholic Church, within its 
limits, has been proportionately swifter and steadier 
than that of the city itself.

The boast contained in this last sentence 
is not without foundation; the same thing 
is as true of other growing centers of pop- 
ulation in this country as it is of Chicago.

The Catholic Mirror gives this startling 
evidence of its comprehension of prophecy 
and understanding of the lessons of his- 
tory

Yes, there will be revolts, insurrections and rebel- 
lions at the sound of the tocsin of anarchy, the torch 
of the incendiary will be applied to the capitalist’s 
property as well as the dynamiter’s bomb to his life ; 
they will seek revenge and will find i t ; but neither in 
that ignoble satisfaction nor in compliance with the 
other desire of their heart, will they have the liberty 
for which they pant. . . . They will do a bloody
work, to their own destruction; but they will also do 
God’s work, for they will purify the elect, and separ- 
ate the wheat from the chaff. . . . Meanwhile let
society awaken; . . . The approaching deluge can
be averted as little as the persecution of the Christians 
during the first ages, or the French Revolution could 
be prevented. It will come. For it seems to belong 
to the designs of Providence and the plan of history.

Now let the Mirror look as clearly into
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Henry W. Blair, will, it is said, soon 
introduce into the House a bill for a na- 
tional Sunday law.

The Christian Patriot says that Catho- 
lie priests and “ Protestant” pastors are 
working together in Wisconsin for a bet- 
ter observance of Sunday.

W ill the person who sent us the article 
entitled, “ Rome in Ireland, and as She 
Will Be in America,” please send his 
name. The article is without signature, 
and we have forgotten, if we ever knew, 
who sent it.

The American Sabbath Union, so-called, 
has issued a circular suggesting that on the 
first day of April next the observance of 
Sunday be made the subject of special in- 
struction and prayer, as has been the 
custom for several years past.

Out of nineteen items in the column of 
“ Secular News,” in a late issue of the 
Christian Standard, ten have reference to 
the legal enforcement of Sunday closing. 
This is indicative of the proportionate 
stress laid upon the “ secular ” religion.

The Judiciary Committee of the Senate 
and House will not hear anything further 
upon the proposition to insert a religious 
amendment into the preamble of the Con- 
stitution, at present. It is understood, 
however, that no action will be taken 
without giving a full opportunity to those 
who oppose the amendment to state the 
grounds of their opposition before the 
committees.

The question of Sunday street cars in 
Toronto will not down, and so the friends 
of a puritanic Sunday are appealing to 
the legislature to interfere in the matter 
and enact a law to prevent repeated sub- 
missions of the question to the people. 
This is characteristic of the Sunday move- 
ment throughout. The Sunday leaders 
are willing that the people should rule 
only when that rule is in favor of Sun- 
day.

Representative Meiklejohn, of Ne- 
braska, has reported from the House Com- 
mittee on Public Lands a bill authorizing 
the issue of a patent to the Presbyterian 
Board of Home Missions for certain lands 
on the Omaha Indian Reservation. Meik- 
lejohn’s report was ordered printed and 
referred to the Committee of the Whole


